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Rebecca W. Arnold, President  
Mary May, 1st Vice-President  

Sara M. Baker, 2nd Vice-President 
Jim D. Hansen, Commissioner 

                           Kent Goldthorpe, Commissioner 

Members in attendance: Kevin Jernigan, Dana Ard, Mel Leviton, Jeremy Maxand, Karel Olsen, Jacob 
Hassard and Steven Snow.  
Members absent: Betty Chatburn and Melanie Hertling.  
Others in attendance: Edinson Bautista, Xavier Ward, Ross Oyen, Justin Lucas, Scott Spears, Ryan 
Fisher, Tom Ferch, David Wallace and Jim Hansen. 

 
I. Action items 

• Approval of minutes for September 2018, November 2018 and January 2019. 
• New officers were elected for 2019.  Dana Ard - Chair; Jeremy Maxand - Vice Chair; Karel 

Olsen - Secretary 
 

II. Committee Advisement (new) 
• Annual Review of Accessible Pedestrian Signal Priority list (APS). Reviewed the status to date 

with Traffic Supervisor, Ross Oyen. 
The following was shared: 
• APS - has improved greatly due to the communication with this committee and ACHD 
• High priority locations for pedestrian signals 
• Up by 20-30 - we will get an exact count 
• 15 listed for priority  
• 30 locations identified for this year and 20-21 
• In May committee will provide recommendations for the High and Secondary priority lists  

 
III. Committee Advisement (old)  

• Pedestrian-Bicycle plan Comprehension Plan (old name) new name ADA transition plan 
• Edison Bautista, ACHD staff member, reviewed the plan and comments from the public: 
• Result of the public comment period - November 2018 - February 2019 
• During the open comment period.  21 comments were received 
• Concerns raised were regarding accessibility during work zones - ACHD will work on 

improving policies and training on the signage and compliance with the revised policies.  
ACHD has already started to implement the plan in places, even though this plan is still not 
final. 

• Lack of push buttons was also raised as a concern.  Policies and standards were updated.  The 
APS will be reviewed and updated annually. 

• ACHD will look on a draft timeline plan for the 30-year plan 
• Diagonal curb ramp - concerns were raised regarding the curbs and sidewalks.   
• Public meetings - concerns were raised about the accessibility for ACHD committees.  ACHD is 

working on improving the accessibility of meetings for all individuals with disabilities. 
• The plan will be adopted during the April 3rd Commission meeting at a time and location 

identified through the plan as more accessible. 



• Bus stops and transits - comments were listed to improve the communication between VRT and 
ACHD.  ACHD takes input from VRT to locate curbs and ramps that need to be updated. 

• The transition plan is a living document that can be modified as needed. 
• Highlight - ACHD will maintain the consultant to implement the plan/policies and changes 

throughout the period of implementation.  The ADA committee will continue to play a role 
with the implementation of the plan. 

• COMMENTS from the committee on the plan: 
o Jacob Hassard, VRT, stated that this ADA committee is a group of power throughout the 

implementation of new projects for ACHD.  Valley Regional Transit (VRT) also has a 
committee similar to this ADA committee.  Concerns were raised about the 30-year 
implementation plan.  It was explained how things are implemented according to the 
plans and funding.  Concerns were raised about the priority of sidewalks in comparison 
to the curb ramps.  Suggestion was in future projects that existing sidewalks and 
driveways be included in the design and maintenance schedules.  VRT also suggested 
that Ryan Fisher, ACHD staff, be given more money for sidewalks/driveways that are 
not part of the growth projects to help improve conductivity for all.  Jacob also 
discussed how ACHD and VRT work together to put bus ramps in place.  He 
appreciated the foresight of ACHD to include the regulations for bus ramps in the 
initial design and construction.  This has created significant savings for VRT.   

o Jeremy Maxand stated two concerns with the proposed plan.  1. Push buttons - there are 
hundreds that are not accessible to people in wheelchairs.  2. Diagonal curb ramps.  
Jeremy wrote a resolution to be considered by the committee for him to support the 
plan.  He discussed that the recent fatalities were at an intersection that had an extended 
push button and a diagonal curb ramp.  We are here to advocate for all citizens.  He 
appreciates the work of Edison and the ACHD staff have done with the plan to date. 

o Mel Leviton reviewed how she gets a cross the street in her chair.  She explained how she 
cannot look at traffic because she must watch her wheels.  She agreed with Jeremy.  
She asked why we are still building new diagonal cuts.  She suggested that ACHD not 
put in the same bad design when we are upgrading.  She gave examples.  We need to 
keep a list of inventories of the places that need to be upgraded.  ACHD staff explained 
that not all diagonal cuts were dangerous and agreed that an inspection for safety was 
necessary. 

 
IV. Action Items 

• The committee members discussed endorsing the plan.  Jeremy read a resolution he drafted in 
response to the endorsement of the plan.  Dana asked if these requests are achievable.  
Planning Manager, Justin Lucas, stated that the inventory has not been done and the committee 
has the right to ask for one.  ACHD does know where the diagonal curb ramps are located.  
What is not known is how effective they are for safely crossing the street. Steven Snow asked 
if 12 months was enough time.   

• Jacob Hassard, VRT, made a motion that we approve Jeremy’s suggested resolution as written 
with the option for Jeremy to adjust the last paragraph with ACHD staff. This resolution can 
then be approved as a comment from the ADA Advisory Committee to the ACHD 
Commission for this agenda item.  This will be discussed with the committee on how long it 
will take to complete.  Moved by Jeremy and seconded by Kevin.  The committee thanks 
Jeremy for his excellent work. 

• Meeting change discussion.  Discussion on the dates.  Motion made to move the meeting from 
the third Tuesday to the second Tuesday.  Motion was accepted.  May 14th will be the next 
ADA committee meeting. 



  
Dana added that a citizen has contacted her regarding the obstructions of sidewalks due to trash 
receptacles in Meridian.  ACHD does not have any jurisdiction.  This is an issue with the City of 
Meridian and the trash collection agency. The City of Meridian does not believe this is an issue.  
Suggestions made were: 

1. That this committee can put together a letter to send to the City of Meridian.   
2. Dana could suggest to this individual to talk with their City Council members.  

It was determined that we would table the discussion until the May meeting. Hopefully by then we 
would have additional information to review. 
 

V. The next meeting was announced for May 14, 2019 from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the ACHD 
Auditorium. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 PM. 
Respectively submitted,  
Karel Olsen, Secretary 
  


