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ACHD ADA Advisory Committee Meeting  
Minutes, May 15, 2018 
 
Dana Ard, President called the meeting to order at 11:05 AM. Dana requested everyone introduce 
themselves.  
Those in attendance were the following: Tom Ferch, Betty Chatburn, Jacob Hassard, Joshua Saak, 
Scott Spears, Ryan Fisher, Dana Ard, Steven Snow, Jason Densmer, Theresa McLeod, Kevin 
Jernigan, Melanie Hertling, Ricardo Calderon and Mel Leviton. 
 
The following committee members were absent: Deborah Allen, Karel Olsen. 
 
Action Items:  
The March 20, 2018 minutes were approved by the Committee as written. 
  
New Business: 
 
Jason Densmer from the Land Group provided an update on the street or “offsite roadway” 
improvements that Saint Luke’s is currently constructing.  The project has a three party agreement 
between Saint Luke’s, the City of Boise and the Ada County Highway District.  The project includes 
street work required for Saint Luke’s expansion, City of Boise requests and enhancements for future 
Fort Boise development.  A 10’ wide cycle track will encircle the Saint Luke’s campus.  Jason described 
all of the project’s intersection improvements and their function.   

• The roundabout at Fort/Reserve/Avenue B has two crosswalks on the Fort and Reserve legs 
with Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB).  The Avenue B crosswalk is located south at 
Jefferson.  The RRFBs do not have APS at this time.  ACHD will evaluate the installation of APS 
in the future.  There are curb cuts for bicyclist that will give them the choice of either accessing 
the crosswalks or traveling through the roundabout.  

• The intersection of Fort/1st and State has been squared off to improve safety.  The crosswalk 
on State and 1st will be raised and accommodate both a cycle track and pedestrian crossing.  
The concrete of the crosswalk will be colored and textured.  APS will be installed. 

• The intersection of Jefferson and Avenue B will become a three legged intersection with the old 
Jefferson leg on the west become an entrance to Saint Luke’s.  That entrance will have a raised 
crosswalk with colored concrete, and serve both the cycle track and pedestrians. APS will be 
installed.  The bicycle lanes on Jefferson will receive green pavement markings.  

 
Jason responded to the following questions: 

• RRFBs, and the function of RRFBs at roundabouts and the use of APS with RRFBs.   
• Types of separation between the cycle track and sidewalks.  How does a guide dog know 

the difference between a cycle track and a sidewalk? 
• The design of raised crosswalks. 
• Dana asked about the Avenue B/Jefferson crossing and the impacts of construction on 

pedestrians, and the construction detour.   
 



Tom Ferch asked the committee if they had any preferences between navigating a one-way street or a 
two-way street.  Dana Ard mentioned how much easier it was for her to navigate downtown when the 
one-way streets were north or south in relation to the even and odd numbered streets.  The directional 
traffic helped her orient herself as she traveled through downtown.  Both Dana Ard and Mel Leviton 
said that they preferred crossing one-way streets because all traffic is coming from one direction.  
There is better visibility for both pedestrians and vehicles.  Mel also mentioned that when crossing a 
one-way street, she prefers to use the crosswalk on the upstream side of a one-way street.  The benefit 
is the pedestrian does not have to worry about the traffic that has the green turning left (wrong way) 
down a one-way street.  Dana mentioned that streets that have sections that are one-way and sections 
that are two-way can be confusing to the sight impaired.   
  
During questions to staff, Mel Leviton mentioned that the City of Boise’s Pedestrian Committee would 
be interested in having a joint meeting, or have members of the City’s committee share with the ADA 
Advisory Committee issues the City’s committee has been discussing. The City’s committee reviews 
issues related to parking and accessible parking spaces. Buffered bike lanes are a current committee 
topic. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Handouts describing disable parking spaces on buffered bike lanes were not available for the 
committee to review, but the original document was sent to members last March.  Josh Saak suggested 
that members review the document and respond by email with questions, concerns or suggestions 
based on familiarity with the subject and use of parking access.” 
 
Josh Saak reviewed with the committee the Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) list.  Members 
provided Josh with additional APS locations that were not on the current list.  Josh told the committee 
about the installation of an APS at Maple Grove and Overland per the request of a resident with two 
children that will benefit from the APS. 
 
Upcoming Meetings: The next meeting was announced for July 17, 2018.  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Tom Ferch  


