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Why Are We Here?
There are a lot of proposals for downtown (street beautification,
pavement maintenance, new developments, bicycle improvements,
two-way street conversions). The Downtown Boise Implementation
Plan will:
• Ensure we coordinate the work on all these efforts
• Get the most from our dollars
• Minimize disruptions
• Make downtown Boise a great place
Of particular focus tonight is your input on: possible bicycle
improvements in downtown and converting some downtown streets
to two-way flow.

How Will We Do This?
The Downtown Boise Implementation Plan will develop a guidebook
for downtown that identifies:
• The projects and improvements that will be completed in the next
five years
• The most effective sequence for completing that work
• How to best coordinate projects so that we maximize investments
and minimize disruptions

Plan Area

You Are
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Where Are We in the Process?
• We have compiled existing information on planned projects and improvements.
• We have public and stakeholder input from the February open house on
improvements needed, concerns you have, and the projects you would like to see.
• We have used that input to prepare:
• A tool allowing agencies to easily identify what projects are planned for each block of downtown
and how to coordinate the work
• DRAFT recommended bicycle improvements
• DRAFT recommended conversions of some existing one-way streets to two-way flow

• Tonight we would like your input on these drafts so that we can incorporate your
thoughts into the final recommendations.

February 13th
Open House

Bicycle Network
Based on your input, we prepared a refined Downtown Bicycle Concept. This concept
includes recommendations for on-street bike facilities and other connections.
Your previous input told us:
• Many different types of people bike in
downtown and for many different reasons
(commuting to work, shopping/dining, visiting
attractions, just for fun and exercise)
• Some areas of downtown present challenges
because of the amount and speed of traffic and
difficulty with crossing busy streets
• There is strong support for adding more bike
lanes, bike routes on less busy streets, and
better intersection crossing treatments
Please review the draft bicycle concept on the next boards and then use the maps and
notes to provide us your comments!

Why is a Bike Network Important?
Creating a complete and connected bike network has many benefits for our
community, especially in Downtown.
Investing in bicycle improvements can:
• Improve traffic congestion and air quality by getting people out of their
cars
• Enhance the vibrancy and activity on a street for businesses and economic
development
• Strengthen our ability to attract quality industry, businesses, and
employees
• Create active street scenes that make Downtown vibrant and fun
• Help improve the health of our community through active lifestyles

DRAFT Bicycle Network
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Please use the map and notes on the next table to provide us your comments!

DRAFT Bicycle Users’ Map
The downtown bicycle concept has also developed a “Bicycle Users’ Map” to help you find the best
routes depending on your level of cycling comfort and confidence.

Legend
High-Comfort Routes
Medium-Comfort Routes
Low-Comfort Routes
Difficult Intersection (use caution)
Study Area

Please use the map and notes on the next table to provide us your comments!

Bicycle Amenities
In addition to the on-street and pathway bicycle network, the Downtown Bicycle Concept will include
recommendations for amenities that support bicycle travel to and within downtown. Which of these
would you like?

Public bike parking

Maintenance stations
(air and bike tools)

Wayfinding signs
Secure private bike
storage
& locker amenities
in downtown office
buildings

Options for 8th Street
Capital City Development Corporation is looking at possible options to
improve cyclist safety on 8th Street between Bannock and Main Streets.
Current Configuration

Option 1 - Shift Parking

Option 2 - Change Travel Direction

Please use the comment sheet to tell us which option you think is best!

Two-Way Street Conversion Concept
Businesses and the public have requested we evaluate the feasibility of
changing some one-way streets to two-way flow. Two-way streets can make it
easier for people to find their way around downtown and can provide better
routes for bicyclists, parking, and buses. However, they may result in more
congestion for cars during peak times. Also, converting existing streets to twoway flow may require removing on-street parking in some locations.
Your previous input told us:
• Most people support changing some
one-way streets to two-way flow
• 3rd, 4th, 13th, and Jefferson Streets
should be the priority for two-way
conversion

DRAFT Two-Way Conversion Concept
These one-way roads were evaluated for two-way flow considering impacts to: traffic congestion,
on-street parking, routing of buses, travel patterns, and bicycle connections. Based on input
from the February open house and the results of the evaluation, this map shows the draft
recommendations for conversion to two-way flow.

Legend
Recommended for two-way conversion
Further study required (on going)
Studied but not recommended for conversion
Study Area

Please review this board and then use the map and notes on the next table to provide your input!

What Are the Parking Impacts?
Creating a complete bicycle network and providing two-way flow can have many benefits.
However, there is limited street space in some areas so providing those benefits may require
trade-offs. This map shows where existing on street parking may have to be removed to
accommodate bike lanes or two-way flow.

Legend
Impacts to on-street parking due to two-way conversion
Impacts to on-street parking due to addition of bike lanes
Signal Required with Two-way Conversion
Study Area

Please use your comment sheet to tell us what you think about the trade-offs between on-street
parking and bike lanes or two-way flow!

Proposed Two-Way Cross Sections
3rd Street & 4th Street

11th Street

12th Street & 14th Street

Jefferson Street

Sidewalk width varies by block, but will be in accordance with ACHD and CCDC guidelines

Why Mini-Roundabouts?
Mini roundabouts can be used at intersections instead of
traffic signals or stop signs to minimize potential impacts to
on-street parking.

What is a mini roundabout?

• A small roundabout (inner circle less
than 75 feet)
• Has a traversable central island
• Most commonly used in low-speed
urban environments
• Motorists must yield to pedestrians
and bicycles as well as other vehicles
already in the circle

How do I use a mini-roundabout?
Pedestrians use the crosswalks around the
perimeter of the mini-roundabout.
Bicyclists can either navigate the miniroundabout in the roadway or dismount and
use the crosswalks and ramps as a pedestrian.

Potential Mini-Roundabout Locations
This map identifies locations where mini-roundabouts could provide safe operations and
good traffic flow while minimizing the need to remove parking around the intersection.

Legend
Potential Locations for Mini-Roundabouts
Study Area

Please use your comment sheet to let us know if you agree with these locations and the use of
mini-roundabouts in downtown!

What’s Next?
We will take your input and refine the recommendations for:

• Bicycle improvements
• Two-way street conversions
• Projects to pursue in coming years

Those recommendations will be incorporated into the
Downtown Boise Implementation Plan, which will be
taken to the ACHD Commission for consideration later this
summer.

All displays and
handouts
will be posted to
ACHD’s web site
www.achdidaho.org.
Comments are due by
June 20, 2013

