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Chapter 1  Introduction 

1 What is the Corridor Study? 

The Airport / Overland Road Corridor Study represents a 
multi-agency effort to identify a more direct east-west 
transportation route connecting the Nampa Airport and Garrity 
Road Interchange in Canyon County with the newly-realigned 
Overland Road/Ten Mile Road intersection in Ada County.  

Several key goals were identified for the corridor, including: 

a) Connect on the west to an existing arterial with 
sufficient capacity; 

b) Integrate with a future SH-16/I-84/McDermott 
interchange as planned by ITD; 

c) Serve as a detour route for the Interstate in case of 
closure or incident; 

d) Function as an urban principal arterial, including 
curb/gutter/sidewalk and appropriate access management; 
and 

e) Consider short term impacts to adjacent properties and 
existing uses, as well as long term impacts on future land 
use designations. 

The purpose of the study is to review several possible 
alignment alternative options, select a preferred alternative, and 
establish a centerline. This is a long range roadway 
preservation and planning project, and is not currently funded 
for design, right-of-way, or construction.  

Airport Road  is an existing rural  road 

serving the Nampa Municipal Airport and 

provides a connection between the 

Ada/Canyon county line (McDermott Road) 

and Garrity Boulevard. 
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When will the corridor be built? 

 
The proposed alternative is 
anticipated to be constructed as 
adjoining properties develop, and as 
funding becomes available; it is quite 
possible that construction of the 
corridor is 20 years in the future. 

 

 

Additional information on stakeholder 
invlolvement is included in Chapter 4. 

 

2 Who is involved? 

The corridor study is a collaborative effort led by the City of 
Nampa, with input from the Nampa Municipal Airport, Nampa 
Highway District No. 1 (NHD1), the City of Meridian, and the 
Ada County Highway District (ACHD). As the agency 
overseeing the expenditure of federal funds, the Idaho 
Transportation Department (ITD) is also involved. A Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) comprised of these agencies led 
the study efforts. 

In addition, numerous stakeholders, including area property 
owners (commercial and residential), the Nampa School 
District, and public service providers have been engaged 
through a series of interviews, public meetings, and 
presentations. Input from these entities was utilized in the 
development of the Corridor Plan. 

A Policy Committee was developed with representatives of 
each agency’s elected officials to provide high-level 
recommendations on the project in areas in which decisions 
could not be based solely on technical data. 

3 What is the study area? 

The corridor study area is approximately four miles long and 
five miles wide. It extends from within the incorporated city 
limits of Nampa on the west through unincorporated Canyon 
and Ada counties, including portions of  the impact areas of 
both Nampa and Meridian (see Exhibit 1-1 and Exhibit 1-2).  

Terrain in the study area is primarily flat, generally sloping 
from west to east with more hilly terrain near Overland Road 
and within three gravel pits. Significant residential 
development exists in the western end of the study area, 
especially west of Robinson Road, becoming less dense to the 
east. Limited commercial development occurs throughout the 
study area. 

The 242-acre Nampa Municipal Airport, a significant feature, 
at the western side of the study area, serves over 300 based 
aircraft and contains numerous commercial businesses. 
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Exhibit 1-1 

Vicinity Map 

Exhibit 1-2 

Study Area 
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The study will establish a centerline for 
a direct future route that will facilitate 
east-west travel south of I-84, and 
accommodate traffic through 2035.  

 

4 Why is the Corridor Study needed? 

Future travel through the study area will, within the next 25 
years, necessitate a significantly improved east-west 
continuous roadway connection between and parallel to I-84 on 
the north and Amity Road on the south.  

The existing roadway network is comprised of a series of local 
and county roads, and is used by thousands of drivers despite 
the intermittent, disjointed roadway network and lack of direct 
connection. The 2035 regional travel demand model indicated 
traffic volumes along a future continuous east-west corridor 
could be as high as 28,200 vehicles per day – significantly 
higher than current volumes along Airport Road (see Chapter 2, 
Table 2-2, for current roadway traffic volumes in the study 
area).  

Establishing a centerline today will ensure that a future 
continuous east-west roadway will be possible and that it will 
be well-coordinated among all local agencies responsible for its 
development.  

5 Is the corridor consistent with future plans for the 

area? 

It is important to ensure that new regional roadways are 
consistent with current and long range planning so that a future 
roadway will complement the future land use conditions and 
surrounding roadway network.  

In the case of this corridor, several land use and transportation 
plans were reviewed and documented in a Plan Review 
Memorandum (Appendix A). Reviewed agency plans include: 

 City of Nampa Comprehensive Plan  

 Nampa Municipal Airport Master Plan Update 

 City of Meridian Comprehensive Plan 

 South Meridian Comprehensive Plan 

 South Meridian Transportation Study 

  

 

“Communities in Motion” is the long-range 

transportation plan for a six-county region 

in southwest Idaho. 
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What is the difference between a 

corridor “study” and a corridor 

“plan?” 

 
The corridor study is the process of 
conducting the analysis to determine 
why and where a corridor is needed. 
The corridor plan is the final step in 
the study process - a written document 
that illustrates the decisions and 
findings of  the study. 

 

 

A copy of the Plan Review Memo can 
be found in Appendix A. 

 

 ACHD 2011 – 2015 Five-Year Work Plan 

 Communities in Motion, FY 2010-2014 Regional 
Transportation Improvement Program 

These planning documents include anticipated future land use 
and zoning, as well as planned roadway improvements within 
the project area. Both Meridian and Nampa assume additional 
growth to occur in the area served by the new corridor, with the 
majority of that growth expected to be residential. Traffic 
assumptions used in this study reflect those future land use 
projections. It should be noted, however, that both Nampa and 
Meridian are currently in the process of updating their 
Comprehensive Plans to evaluate different land uses in this 
area. Should land use assumptions within the study area change 
significantly, the traffic analysis may need to be revisited. 

A significant transportation project within the study area 
boundary noted in these plans is the SH-16 (McDermott Road) 
interchange at I-84. This project is not funded, however, and is 
not part of the ITD SH-16 extension project which is currently 
under design. Therefore, it was not included in traffic analyses 
conducted for this study. 

The Ten Mile Interchange opened in late May 2011. This 
connection to I-84 is anticipated to bring additional traffic to 
south Meridian and eastern Canyon County. 

6 What is the Corridor Study process? 

The study process incorporates several primary elements: 
stakeholder engagement and public outreach, a scan of 
environmental resources, traffic analysis, and alternatives 
development and evaluation. Based on the evaluation process, 
a preferred alternative is recommended and a centerline is 
defined. The process culminates in the selection of a preferred 
alternative, documented in a written Corridor Plan (Exhibit 1-
3).  
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Upon completion of the Corridor Plan, participating agencies 
will request the plan be adopted by their elected officials, 
boards, and/or commissions. Formal adoption of the plan 
allows the agencies to evaluate future development for 
consistency with the preferred alternative.  

The proposed corridor is anticipated to be constructed as 
adjoining properties develop, and funding becomes available. 
Although no money is currently dedicated to constructing the 
corridor, selection of a preferred alternative now is necessary in 
order to establish a centerline and begin to preserve right-of-
way as development occurs. 

Exhibit 1-3 

Corridor Study Process 
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