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Exhibit 5-2 graphically depicts the 
five-mile long Alternative 2B 
alignment. 

 

Chapter 5  Preferred Alternative 

1 What is the preferred alternative? 

Alternative 2B was recommended by the TAC as the preferred 
alternative. The route is approximately five miles long, 
connecting the Ten Mile/Overland intersection on the east to 
the Airport/Garrity intersection on the west. The corridor will 
create four new intersections as it traverses east-west: at Black 
Cat Road, McDermott Road, Robinson Road, and Happy 
Valley Road. The new roadway will likely be posted at 45 mph, 
and is anticipated to carry up to 28,000 vehicles per day by 
2035. 

Alternative 2B was refined to avoid property impacts and 
reduce costs at the east end of the corridor through the Busy 
Bee Gravel Pit at Black Cat Road and Lamont Road. The 
modified alternative avoids impacting the commercial structure 
west of Black Cat Road. Reclamation of the gravel pit is 
assumed to be complete by the time the alternative is 
constructed, and the pit filled with materials suitable for a 
roadway base.  

  

 

Alternative 2B was slightly modified (to the 

north) to avoid the structure west of Black 

Cat Road.  
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The Traffic Analysis is included as 
Appendix B.  

 

2 What level of traffic is the new corridor 

anticipated to carry? 

2035 regional traffic forecast modeling was based upon 
adopted agency plans, and conducted jointly by COMPASS 
and ACHD. Results indicated by 2035 traffic volumes along 
the corridor could range from 19,000 to 28,000 vehicles per 
day (Figure 5-1).   

Traffic projections indicate a 3-lane facility will be sufficient 
for the corridor, as long as access is well controlled. However, 
changes to land use designations in agency Comprehensive 
Plans may affect future traffic volumes. The traffic analysis 
should be revisited as those plans are revised and new updates 
are adopted. Although future traffic volume forecasts may 
change, the centerline of the preferred alternative should not.  

Exhibit 5-1 

2035 Projected Traffic Volumes (vehicles per day) 
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Exhibit 5-2 

Preferred Alternative (Section 1 of 3) 
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Exhibit 5-2 

Preferred Alternative (Section 2 of 3) 
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Exhibit 5-2 

Preferred Alternative (Section 3 of 3) 
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3 How wide will the roadway be? 

The alternative is planned to be classified as an arterial 
roadway in both Ada and Canyon Counties. However, the 
roadway itself (total width, number of travel lanes, bike lanes, 
and sidewalks) will differ to accommodate roadway standards 
for each county and anticipated traffic volumes.   

The proposed right-of-way (ROW) width is 60 feet in Canyon 
County, and between 63 and 75 feet in Ada County. Land use 
decisions will determine appearance (width) of roadside 
features in Ada County. Final ROW width will be determined 
at that time. Proposed ROW widths will accommodate up to 
four lanes in Canyon County, and three lanes in Ada County 
(Exhibit 5-3).  

The roadway will have continuous sidewalks along both sides. 
Roadside bike lanes are planned between Ten Mile and 
McDermott Roads. Because the Canyon County section of the 
corridor is so developed, bike lanes were not included to avoid 
increasing property impacts. However, the City of Nampa is in 
the process of finalizing their bicycle and pedestrian plan. The 
plan will address parallel bike routes that do not use principal 
arterials.  

Exhibit 5-3 

Three-Lane Roadway Section 

 

 
                      *Width dependent upon agreements with local agencies 

 

Roadside bike lanes are planned for the 

Ada County portion of the corridor. Due to 

space constraints, bike lanes are not 

planned west of McDermott Road.  
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4 Could the roadway be wider in the future? 

Current land use designations and projected traffic volumes 
indicate a three-lane facility will be sufficient. However, if land 
use designations change and additional traffic is anticipated, a 
larger facility may be necessary. Adjusting the roadway width 
will not adjust the route itself, but could have increased 
impacts on adjacent properties.  

In Canyon County, between Kings Road and Robinson Road, 
Airport Road is highly developed by residential uses and the 
City of Nampa has determined that the 60-foot right-of-way 
(ROW) could be re-striped to accommodate four travel lanes. 
This adjustment would create no additional impacts to adjacent 
properties as the roadway width would not change (Exhibit 5-
4).  

A five-lane roadway in Ada County would require additional 
ROW. The additional impacts associated with the wider section 
are not significant and summarized in Exhibit 5-5.   

Exhibit 5-4 

Expanded Roadway Section 

 
 

                       
    *Width dependent upon agreements with local agencies 
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Exhibit 5-5 

Expanded Section Impact Analysis 

ADA COUNTY

   Three Lane Section  Five Lane Section 

   75' ROW  100' ROW 

Residential  Units  2  4 

Commercial / Industrial  Units  1  2 

Agricultural  Acres  18.5  24.5 

CANYON COUNTY 

   Three Lane Section  Four Lane Section 

   60' ROW  60' ROW 

Residential  Units  8  The 60' ROW analyzed for the 3 lane 
section can be re‐striped to 

accommodate a 4 lane section. 
Therefore, the impacts do not change. 

Commercial / Industrial  Units  6 

Agricultural  Acres  0 

CORRIDOR WIDE 

   Three Lane Section  Five Lane Section 

Residential  Units  10  12 

Commercial / Industrial  Units  7  8 

Agricultural  Acres  18.5  24.5 

Impacts are based upon existing GIS and aerial mapping, as well as CAD calculations. 

5 How will the alignment be preserved? 

The objective of this study was to determine a preferred 
alternative route to improve connectivity between the Nampa 
Airport and Ten Mile Road. To document the preferred 
alternative, and help plan for the future roadway as 
development occurs, a roadway centerline was established 
(Appendix I).  

Should agencies determine the need to preserve additional 
right-of-way to accommodate the wider section, the centerline 
would stay as located, and the ROW width adjusted 
accordingly. However, since the roadway is planned to be 
constructed as development occurs, the centerline location may 
be slightly modified to accommodate development proposals as 
long as the mobility needs of the corridor are not compromised.  
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What is Access Management? 

Access management involves limiting 
the number of direct access points, 
like driveways and other roadways. In 
general, the more control there is on 
the number and types of accesses, the 
safer and more efficiently a corridor 
operates. Access can be controlled 
with medians and other physical 
barriers, and through land use 
permitting as new developments are 
proposed.  

 

 

Because of the specific implications 
of FAA guidelines at the Nampa 
Airport, the configuration at the 
Airport Road / Kings Road 
intersection is addressed in a separate 
document, Nampa Municipal Airport 
RPZ Shift Impact Analysis.  

 

6 How will access be managed?  

Access management along the corridor will be implemented as 
development occurs. This study identifies full access at the 
one-mile intersections but does not recommend any other 
strategy for managing existing or future access points. Existing 
access points along the corridor may be relocated and/or 
restricted in the future as land uses change or as development 
occurs. It will be left up to the approving agency’s discretion 
and development policies to determine future access along the 
corridor.  

7 What would the intersections look like? 

Traffic was evaluated at six intersections along the corridor 
(Kings Road, Happy Valley Road, Robinson Road, McDermott 
Road, Black Cat Road, and Ten Mile Road). The configuration 
at the Airport Road / Kings Road intersection is addressed in a 
separate document, Nampa Municipal Airport RPZ Shift 
Impact Analysis. At each of the other five intersections, both 
traffic signals and roundabouts were considered.    

Based upon the traffic analysis and agency input, signalized 
intersections are recommended at the east and west termini 
(Ten Mile Road and Kings Road). An existing signal is located 
at Ten Mile Road; it was recently constructed as part of the Ten 
Mile Interchange project. Roundabouts are recommended at 
Happy Valley Road, Robinson Road, McDermott Road, and 
Black Cat Road. Exhibit 5-6 displays the proposed 
intersections along the corridor.  

It is important to note that the traffic analysis results provided 
the appropriate lane geometry for each intersection. It is likely 
that road widening would be necessary to accommodate the 
traffic signals/roundabouts at the intersections. However, 
specific impacts associated with intersection widening will not 
be addressed as part of this study. During final design, 
intersection geometry and associated impacts will be 
determined and any additional property impacts will be 
mitigated at that time. 
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Exhibit 5-6 

Proposed Intersection Configurations 
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The Concept Drainage Technical 
Memorandum is located in Appendix G.  

 

8 How is stormwater being addressed? 

The future corridor will be an urban roadway with enclosed 
stormwater drainage. Because this is different than the existing 
drainage facilities in the area, a conceptual drainage report was 
prepared to identify general pipe size and possible retention 
pond locations.  

Eight retention basins were located along the corridor, based 
upon soil conditions and responsible agency requirements. 
Placement of retention basins is based on low points in the 
vertical alignment, canal crossings, major street crossings, and 
availability of land to construct a retention basin.   

One infiltration seepage bed was identified at the Nampa 
Municipal Airport.  A seepage bed is preferred over a retention 
basin near the airport to prevent standing water (and therefore 
control bird populations near the runway).    

A stormwater trunk line, which ranges from 12” to 18” to 24” 
as it runs along the corridor, was conceptually designed in 
accordance with ACHD and City of Nampa Guidelines, and 
will be located in the roadway ROW, within the agencies’ 
utility corridors.  The concept drainage layout is shown in 
Figure 5-6 and depicts the pipe size, retention basin locations 
and identifies the infiltration seepage bed.  

9 Are there any unique physical characteristics 

along the alternative? 

There are several significant features within the study area that 
will impact design of the roadway. These include irrigation 
canals, topography, agriculture, and the Nampa Municipal 
Airport. 

Irrigation Canals 

Alternative 2B crosses four irrigation/drainage resources. 
Structures anticipated for the crossings, and used in the 
Opinion of Probable Costs, were a combination of two minor 
48” pipe crossings and two box culvert crossings. The crossing 
structure was dependent on  the size of the canal or lateral.   

Alternative 2B will cross four irrigation 

canals. 
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What is a Runway Protection Zone 

(RPZ)?  

The RPZ is an area off the end of the 
runway set aside to enhance the 
protection of people and property on 
the ground.  Trapezoidal in shape, 
overall dimensions of the RPZ are 
determined by runway approach type 
and aircraft approach speed.  Airport 
Planning Guidelines require 15 feet of 
clearance above a public roadway to 
safely accommodate vehicles without 
interfering with the aircraft approach 
surface. 

 

Topography 

Alternative 2B traverses the Busy Bee Gravel Pit east of Black 
Cat Road. For purposes of constructing the road in this 
location, the pit is assumed to be back-filled to an appropriate 
grade and with materials suitable for a roadway base. Costs to 
reclaim the pit to grade would be borne by the land owner.  

Agriculture 

The new roadway will cross existing irrigated farmland 
between McDermott Road and Ten Mile Road. However, the 
roadway is not proposed for construction until these properties 
re-develop. At that time, the land is assumed to be in non-farm 
use and would be served by city water facilities.  

Nampa Municipal Airport 

The Nampa Municipal Airport is located at the west end of the 
corridor and significantly impacts how the corridor intersects 
with Garrity Boulevard and/or Kings Road. There are unique 
roadway and intersection design considerations near the 
Airport, due to FAA regulations. One regulation for 
development near an airport addresses impacts to the Airport’s 
Runway Protection Zone (RPZ).  Anything located within an 
RPZ must meet specific height restrictions. For the Airport / 
Overland Road corridor, the RPZ affects items such as light 
poles and traffic signals at Airport Road / Kings Road / Garrity 
Boulevard intersection.  

The Nampa Municipal Airport is in the process of adopting an 
Airport Master Plan Update. The Nampa Municipal Airport is 
interested in looking at impacts associated with shifting the 
existing runway and RPZ approximately 1,200 feet southeast. 
A shift to the southeast would also shift the RPZ away from the 
Airport Road / Kings Road / Garrity Boulevard intersection 
which will need to be improved based on increased traffic 
volumes created by a direct connection to Ten Mile Road.  

An analysis of the impacts of a runway shift is documented in 
the Nampa Municipal Airport RPZ Shift Impact Analysis, 
which will be available on the City of Nampa’s website. 

Existing irrigation facilities will likely 

transition to City water facilities as 

properties develop from current agriculture 

uses to non-farm activities.  
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Exhibit 5-7 

Concept Drainage (Section 1 of 3) 
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Exhibit 5-7 

Concept Drainage (Section 2 of 3) 
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Exhibit 5-7 

Concept Drainage (Section 3 of 3) 
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ITEM DESCRIPTION
ITEM

TOTAL RANGE

EXCAVATION $330,000 - $382,000
STANDARD 6" VERTICAL CURB AND GUTTER $503,000 - $582,000
6" MINUS UNCRUSHED AGGREGATE BASE $827,000 - $957,000
CRUSHED AGGREGATE FOR BASE TYPE I $703,000 - $814,000
PLANT MIX PAVEMENT $1,797,000 - $2,081,000
CONCRETE SIDEWALK $699,000 - $809,000  
PLANTER $55,000 - $63,000
MINOR IRRIGATION CROSSINGS (48" pipe) $59,000 - $68,000
BOX CULVERT REPLACEMENTS $399,000 - $462,000
IRRIGATION EXCAVATION (REALIGN CANAL) $2,000 - $2,000
DRAINAGE BASINS $60,000 - $69,000
STORMWATER PIPE (12") $706,000 - $817,000
STORMWATER PIPE (18") $760,000 - $880,000
CATCH BASIN INLETS $99,000 - $115,000
SWPPP $333,000 - $446,000
REMOVALS $349,000 - $471,000
TRAFFIC CONTROL $365,000 - $496,000
ROADWAY TRAFFIC ITEMS $153,000 - $210,000
MISCELLANEOUS $390,000 - $535,000
CONTINGENCY $2,040,000 - $2,822,000
MOBILIZATION $1,010,000 - $1,439,000

SUBTOTAL $11,639,000 - $14,520,000
ENGINEERING $2,328,000 - $2,904,000

$13,967,000 - $17,424,000

 

How will the roadway be funded? 

The roadway will be constructed as 
adjoining properties develop and as 
funding becomes available. By 
identifying an alignment now, ROW 
can be preserved as development 
occurs.  
 
However, local funding may be used 
to fill in gaps between developments 
to ensure a continuous route is built.  

 

10 How much could the new roadway cost? 

An Opinion of Probable Cost was prepared for Alternative 2B, 
and accounts for costs associated with the engineering, design, 
and construction of the roadway, including drainage 
infrastructure. The opinion does not include any costs for ROW 
acquisition, as construction is planned as development occurs. 
The planning-level opinion of costs will be updated as agencies 
move into ROW acquisition, preliminary and final design, and 
construction.  

Based on the high-level analysis used in an opinion of cost, 
construction of the five mile Airport Road / Overland Road 
Corridor could range from $14 - $17 million dollars. All costs 
are shown in 2011 construction dollars. Construction costs are 
assumed to be primarily, if not all, developer borne when 
development occurs.  

Exhibit 5-8 

Opinion of Probable Cost 
 

 


