Thank you for attending tonight’s open house. The purpose of this
open house is to give you an opportunity to:
Learn about the challenges facing Fairview Avenue
Review the recommended strategies for improving Fairview Avenue
Tell us what you think
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Between 2007 and 2011, a draft study and public outreach yielded some
valuable information but no clear solutions to improve safety and operations
on the Fairview corridor.
In 2012 the ACHD Commission, and the Boise and Meridian City Councils,
determined that the study of Fairview should move forward, but another
approach should be taken to improve the function of the corridor.
Access
Management
What will access management look like on Fairview?
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Background
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Concept design
put on hold

Fairview Avenue Concept
Design Open House
Fairview Avenue
Concept Design
Public Survey

Business Access
Management Workshops

2007

2008

Draft Access Management
Plan Developed

8/15/13
Access Management
Public Survey
Refined Draft Access
Management Plan
(not adopted)

2009

2010

2007-2012 Various property/business owner meetings

Fairview Access Management
Public Open House

ACHD Commission and
Boise and Meridian City
Councils request new
approach for Fairview

2011

2012
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Develop a long-range plan to increase safety and reduce congestion with
access management (including center-of-the-road medians) as just one
element.
Evaluate and update information from past efforts.
Develop an implementation plan that recommends improvements to occur
over the next 20 years.
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Description
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Transportation
Improve safety for all users - motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians and transit users
Maintain/enhance traffic flow
Maintain access for emergency vehicles
Enhance facilities for all users
Social and Economic
Support economic viability of businesses along Fairview Avenue
Provide safe and efficient access to businesses and adjacent neighborhoods
Support freight movement
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Goals
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Consistency with adopted state, county, regional and local policies
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Who is involved?
This Plan is a collaborative effort between local agencies,
community stakeholders and DKS Associates.

Stakeholder Committee
Einstein’s Oilery
Mike Meuret

Express Cafe
Committed to Service

Ken Marler

Honey Baked Ham & Cafe
Moe Stark

Peterson Motors
Mark Peterson

Property Owner &
City of Meridian Public Works
Director
Tom Barry

Valley Regional Transit
Rhonda Jalbert

West Valley Neighborhood
Association
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Project
Management Team

Stephen Loop
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Online web comment map
Stakeholder
Meeting
#1

Final
Plan

We are
here!

*

Public
hearings

Stakeholder
Meeting
#3

Stakeholder
Meeting
#2

Revised draft Plan
Draft Plan
Public
Open
House

Develop strategies
Evaluate existing conditions

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

*

September October

Another opportunity for public input
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Plan schedule
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What we heard
Results of web-based survey conducted from April 2013 to July 2013
Key Themes Identified from Public Input
Comments (total 1270)
Do Not Support Medians
782
Support Better Signal Timing
160
Support Bike Lanes
118
Support Sidewalks
116
Support Medians
23
Improve Parallel Streets
23
Provide Better Pedestrian Crossings
22
Improve Freeway Access
20
Fewer Driveways
6

Very long lines of traffic at some signals
Red light running
Conflicts between through traffic and driveway
traffic near signals

Long traffic backups on Fairview Avenue at Cole Road

All but two intersections operate within acceptable
ACHD capacity standards
Many gaps in sidewalk system
Few consistent or established bike lanes

Lack of sidewalk and bike lanes on Fairview Avenue near Fairmeadow Drive
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Existing conditions
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Fairview Avenue has more crashes than it statistically should.

26%

of all crashes are related to too many access points
(driveways and unsignalized intersections), creating
conflicts

40%

of crashes occur at traffic signals

!
Most crashes are
on weekdays,
especially Fridays,
with most
occurring
between 5-6 p.m.
due to congestion.

How does Fairview compare to similar corridors in crashes?

(crashes per mile, per year, 2007-2011)

Fairview Avenue, Linder Road to Orchard Street 													39 crashes

State Street, Glenwood Street to Veterans Memorial Parkway 						 35 crashes
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Crash history
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Overland Road, Cole Road to State Highway 69 													24 crashes
Chinden Boulevard, Orchard Street to Kent Street												22 crashes
ParkCenter Boulevard, Beacon Street to Bown Way 									 		 6 crashes
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Crash history

Signalized
Intersections
40%

Roadway
Segments
60%

Crash Location

Crashes in the Last 5 Years

Other
18%

140
Number of Crashes

120

Rear-End
54%

Turning
28%
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0

Severe/Fatal Injury
5%
Moderate Injury
10%

Minor Injury
29%
*Crash Data from 2007 to 2011

Property Damage
Only
56%

Crash Severity

Existing

2035

Average daily traffic ranges from
13,000 to 35,000 vehicles

Volumes are anticipated to nearly double,
reaching close to 63,000 vehicles

It currently takes approximately 28
minutes to travel west from Orchard
to Linder between 5 and 6 p.m.

This drive is expected to 					
increase to 43 minutes

All but two intersections operate within
acceptable ACHD capacity standards

Several intersections are projected to
fail to meet ACHD standards

Traffic is generally heaviest between 		
4 and 6 p.m.
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Traffic volumes
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!

Congestion along Fairview is expected to be
significantly worse even when planned
widening projects are complete.
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Fairview was broken into three phases based on: 1) issues along
the corridor, and 2) plan goals. Recommended strategies were then
applied to the appropriate locations.
Phase 2

58 percent of crashes occur in this segment
Highest traffic volumes
Many closely spaced driveways

Phase 1

Medium-term
improvements

Near-term improvements
* most critical segment *

Meridian Road to
Locust Grove Road

Five Mile Road to Orchard Street

Includes some improvements outside these limits.
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Phase 3

Phase 3

Long-term
improvements

Long-term
improvements

Linder Road to
Meridian Road

Locust Grove Road to
Five Mile Road

Time frame
Phase 1 is expected to begin within the
next five years.
ACHD will monitor and evaluate Phase 1
improvements and refine the design for
the next phases as needed.
Before each phase is implemented,
ACHD will work closely with impacted
property owners and businesses to design
and implement improvements.
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Recommended phasing
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Phase 1 • within five years

Phase 1 evaluation
informs Phase 2
design

We are
here!
Develop the Plan
Public
involvement

If Plan is adopted

Design Phase 1
Public
involvement

If approved
by ACHD
Commission

Construct Phase 1

Evaluate Phase 1
benefits for three
or more years

Each design effort will include additional public involvement that will help refine concepts
into constructible projects.
ACHD Commission approves each refined design prior to construction.
Each phase will be evaluated by ACHD over a period of at least 3 years prior to initiating
the next phase.

Next phase
follows same
process
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Process for implementing phases

Committed to Service

8/15/13

Committed to Service

8/15/13

Strategies
Access management
The following strategies were considered to improve the safety and efficiency of travel on Fairview Avenue
Reduce the number of
driveways

How does it work?
Ÿ Number can be reduced by

Remove access conflicts near
intersections

consolidating into shared driveways,
or relocating driveways to side streets

How does it work?
Ÿ Can include driveway removal

and/or changes to driveway access
near intersections, (e.g., rightin/right-out conversion)

How does it help?

How does it help?

Ÿ Driveways introduce conflict points

onto roadways

Ÿ Helps prevent improper use of

center turn lanes

Ÿ Research shows a strong relationship

between frequency of access points
and number of crashes on a corridor

Create inter-parcel circulation

How does it work?

Ÿ Can reduce situations where vehicles

slow down to enter a driveway near
an intersection, leading to rear-end
collisions

Frontage/Service roads

Ÿ Allows vehicles to make short trips

How does it work?
Ÿ New, smaller roads are constructed

between properties without using
adjacent roadway

parallel to the larger roadway
Ÿ Provides more frequent access

points for abutting properties
How does it help?
Ÿ When vehicles pass between

How does it help?

adjacent properties without using
the roadway

Reconstruct driveways to
current ACHD standards

How does it work?
Ÿ Driveways that do not conform to

standards (e.g., unpaved, too
narrow or wide, too steep), are
reconstructed

Ÿ Improves safety and operations on

the larger roadway by rerouting a
significant number of local trips and
associated turning conflicts

Non-traversable medians with
U-turns

How does it work?
Ÿ Typically seen as raised concrete

islands in the center of roadways,
potentially with decorative
treatments
Ÿ Can include openings that allow for

How does it help?

U-turns and access to driveways

Ÿ Standard design prevents vehicles

from turning too fast or too slow,
which contributes to safety issues
Ÿ Accommodates all sidewalk users

How does it help?
Ÿ Significant safety benefits compared

to a center turn lane because it
controls where left-turns occur and
promotes predictable patterns and
decreased conflicts
Ÿ Can also provide a pedestrian

crossing refuge

Strategies
Bicycle and pedestrian
The following strategies were considered to improve the safety and efficiency of travel on Fairview Avenue
Establish bikeway on corridor

How does it work?
Ÿ Creates complete bike lanes and bike

Pedestrian and bicycle crossing How does it work?
enhancements
Ÿ Can include new crossing locations,

friendly shoulders over time

new signs and striping, improved
lighting, and new or modified signals
that increase the frequency and
quality of crossing opportunities

How does it help?
Ÿ Improves connectivity, reduces cyclist

injury risk, and can provide safe
access to existing and future transit
stops

How does it help?
Ÿ Can increase pedestrian and bicycle

safety, provide more convenient and
accessible travel routes, and improve
access to existing and future transit
stops

Complete sidewalk gaps

How does it work?

Bike lane enhancements

Ÿ Fills in and/or enhances existing

How does it work?
Ÿ Colored bike lanes help remind

sidewalks, creating a continuous,
accessible, and comfortable
pedestrian environment

motorists to check for bicyclists
when crossing a bike lane
Ÿ Widened bike lanes increase

separation of bicyclists from motor
vehicles

How does it help?
Ÿ Improves safety and connectivity

for pedestrians

How does it help?
Ÿ Colored bike lanes help reduce

collisions between right turning
vehicles and bicycles
Ÿ Widened bike lanes increase cyclists

comfort and safety

Transit
Bus pullouts

Technology
How does it work?
Ÿ Widens areas on the roadway

shoulder, allowing buses to pick up
and drop off passengers outside the
travel lane
Ÿ Generally applicable on high volume

and/or high-speed roadways

Traveler information

How does it work?
Ÿ Can include dynamic message signs,

highway advisory radio, web sites,
and smartphone applications
Ÿ Notifies drivers of adverse weather

conditions, travel times to
destinations, incidents, construction
activities, and other pertinent
information

How does it help?
Ÿ Removing stopped buses from

travel lanes prevents backups
Ÿ Helps better define bus stop

locations, can be used for bus
layovers, and creates a more
comfortable environment for
loading and unloading

Transit signal priority

How does it work?
Ÿ Uses sensors to detect approaching

transit vehicles and alter signal
timings
Ÿ Minimizes bus delay and number of

stops
How does it help?
Ÿ Improves transit travel times and

reliability

How does it help?
Ÿ Can reduce secondary crashes
Ÿ Vehicles can be diverted around

congested locations

Strategies
Intersection operations and safety
The following strategies were considered to improve the safety and efficiency of travel on Fairview Avenue
Update coordinated east-west
signal timing & adaptive signal
timing

How does it work?

Improved street lighting

Ÿ Synchronizes the signal timing of

How does it work?
Ÿ Improves the motorist's ability to

multiple intersections along a
corridor, allowing a group of vehicles
to travel together through
intersections with minimal or no
stopping

see striping and signage
Ÿ Helps motorist anticipate conflicts

How does it help?

Ÿ Adaptive signals respond to traffic

Ÿ Significantly decreases nighttime

conditions, such as seasonal
fluctuations, holiday peak
conditions, detoured traffic, special
events, lane closures, and collisions,
in real time

collisions

How does it help?
Ÿ Reduced vehicle delay and travel

times in peak direction
Ÿ Potential to improve intersection

safety by creating smoother, more
predictable flow

Change protected/permissive
left turn phasing to protected
only

How does it work?
Ÿ Signals that allow protected (solid

green arrow) and permissive
(flashing yellow arrow) left turns are
modified to protected turns only

Ÿ Studies show increased average

speed, and reduced fuel
consumption and pollution

How does it help?
Ÿ Reduces left turn collisions during

heavily congested conditions

Balancing lane utilization

How does it work?
Ÿ Modifications to the way lanes are

configured, such as signing and
striping, can help encourage
motorists to use all lanes, resulting
in more optimal use of the roadway

Reflectorized borders on signal How does it work?
backplates
Ÿ Signal backplates can be framed
with a reflective border to improve
visibility
How does it help?

How does it help?
Ÿ Can reduce long vehicle queues that

block driveways and spill back to
adjacent intersections

Red light running photo
enforcement

How does it work?
Ÿ Increases options for enforcing red

light running, improving signal
compliance

How does it help?
Ÿ Research shows reduction in

intersection collision severity and
the frequency of angle crashes

Note: Red light running photo enforcement is
not currently authorized under Idaho law.

Ÿ Proven to be effective at reducing

unintentional red light running and
crashes at urban signalized
intersections

Phase 1

These strategies are recommended for the initial phase
of improvements. Further design work and public
involvement will be required to advance these projects.
Non-traversable
medians with
U-turns
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on signal backplates

FAIRVIEW

AVE

Reconstruct
driveways to
ACHD
standards

Corridorwide improvements

Reduce driveways

Remove access
conflicts near
intersections

Update east-west coordinated
signal timing
Establish bikeway on corridor

Bus pullouts

Complete sidewalk gaps

Bike lane enhancements

Pedestrian/bicycle
crossing
enhancements

ST

CURTIS RD

LIBERTY ST

ALLUMBAUGH ST

COLE RD

MILWAUKEE ST

MAPLE GROVE
RD

MITCHELL ST

FIVE MILE RD

Breaks in medians
to be determined

Phase 2

Corridorwide
improvements
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Remove access
conflicts near
intersections

Reduce driveways

Establish bikeway on corridor

Adaptive signal timing
Improve street lighting
Enhance circulation by
completing gaps in local
roads
Install reflectorized borders
on signal backplates

CURTIS RD

These strategies are recommended
for the second phase of improvements.
Further design work and public
involvement will be required to
advance these projects.

Reconstruct
driveways to
ACHD
standards

Pedestrian/bicycle
crossing
enhancements
Change
protected/permissive
left turn phasing to
protected only

Phase 3

These strategies are recommended for the third phase
of improvements. Further design work and public
involvement will be required to advance these projects.

Reconstruct
driveways to
ACHD
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Remove access
conflicts near
intersections

Reduce driveways

Corridorwide improvements
Improve street lighting
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Improvements to be implemented
over time
Reduce number of driveways through
development
Create inter-parcel circulation
Add frontage/service roads
Install transit signal priority
Install traveler information tools

What’s next
Review and address comments received from the public
Revise draft plan
ACHD and the cities of Boise and Meridian will consider draft plan for
adoption* (Fall 2013)
If adopted, ACHD will work closely with impacted property owners
and businesses to design and implement improvements before each
phase is implemented
Another opportunity for public input

*
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Thank you
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All displays and handouts will be posted to ACHD’s
web site, www.achdidaho.org for review and comment.
Comments are due by August 29, 2013.
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