
What is a Roundabout?
A roundabout is a circular 
intersection with the following 
characteristics:

 ▪ Vehicles YIELD to all others before 
entering;

 ▪ Vehicles travel at slower speeds 
which reduces crash severity;

 ▪ Continuous counterclockwise 
traffic flow within the circulatory 
roadway; and

 ▪ Reduced number of conflict points 
compared to signalized intersection.

 ▪ Improves efficiency compared to the 
current signalized intersection by 
reducing delay and number of stops

 ▪ Slow vehicle speeds

 ▪ More time to react and make decisions; 
advantageous for older and novice 
drivers

 ▪ Reduces number of crashes by 48% and 
reduces the severity of crashes by 78% 
compared to signalized intersections*

 ▪ Safer environment for pedestrians and 
bicyclists

 ▪ Easier for large vehicles (buses, trucks, 
etc.) to negotiate turns and stay on 
appropriate streets

 ▪ Reduces pollution and fuel use due to 
fewer stops and hard accelerations
*Source: Roundabouts: An Information Guide (FHWA)
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How to Use the Roundabout

Bicyclists
Decide if you want to ride with traffic or use 
the sidewalk.
Using the sidewalk

 ▪ Use the bike ramp on the right and move onto 
the sidewalk

 ▪ Dismount if sidewalk is too congested to ride 
safely

 ▪ Walk your bike when using the crosswalk
 ▪ Re-enter roadway/bike lane using appropriate 

bike ramp 
Riding with traffic

 ▪ Assert position and take center of lane as you 
approach             

 ▪ Follow the same rules as vehicles and yield as 
you enter the roundabout

Motorists
 ▪ Slow down

 ▪ Yield to pedestrians in 
crosswalks and motorists 
already in roundabout

 ▪ Merge into traffic flow when 
it is safe

 ▪ Signal your turn and yield to 
pedestrian in the crosswalk 
when exiting the roundabout

 ▪ Never pass or stop in the 
roundabout

Choose a mode 
of transportation 

and follow the 
colored arrows!

Pedestrians
 ▪Cross only at crosswalks and always stay 
on the designated walkways

 ▪Watch for cars entering and leaving the 
roundabout - you have the right-of-way, 
but proceed carefully

 ▪Pedestrian islands may allow you to cross 
one section at a time

 ▪  Never cross to the center island


