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36th Street Roundabout 

Project Description

Construct a roundabout at the 
intersection of 36th Street, Hill 
Road and Catalpa Drive.

Add sidewalk, curb and gutter.

Include pedestrian & bicycle 
facilities:

marked crosswalks
splitter islands for 
pedestrian refuge
bicycle ramps

Roundabout will be striped as a 
single-lane, but the design will 
allow for a second lane to be 
added once traffi  c warrants an 
additional lane.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 36th Street Roundabout Project?
The roundabout will address traffi  c congestion, improve intersection operations, and 
accommodate future traffi  c demand.  

 What makes the traditional roundabout so expensive? 
At this location, the traditional roundabout impacted Stuart Gulch, Hillside Junior 
High School and adjacent properties.  Its large size required acquisition of a great 
deal of right-of-way, which is expensive, as well as mitigation measures such as 
retaining walls, drainage facilities, wetlands repair and construction at the school.  
The proposed “dog bone” roundabout has few, if any, right-of-way impacts so the 
mitigation measures will be much less expensive.    

Are there “dog bone” roundabouts in other cities?

There is a similar version in Towson, Maryland and some in Australia. 

When would the proposed “dog bone” be constructed?
The roundabout is scheduled in preliminary development. This is a category 
for projects without a construction year specifi ed because funds have 
not been committed to the project. However, ACHD  recognizes future 
improvements at this intersection will be necessary as regional development 
occurs and traffi  c increases.

The “dog bone” roundabout’s lower cost (approximately $1 million) increases 
its chances of being put into ACHD’s capital improvements 
program sooner.



How will the proposed roundabout improve the intersection?
The current intersection confi guration is ineffi  cient and also has incomplete pedestrian facilities. The proposed roundabout would:

ease congestion. Motorists yield rather than coming to a complete stop, therefore, decreasing congestion and backups.

make it easier for trucks to make turns. Currently, trucks cut through neighborhoods to avoid the intersection, using streets that 
aren’t desirable for truck traffi  c. 

feature crosswalks that off er pedestrian refuges. Pedestrians only have to cross one direction of traffi  c at a time, increasing 
safety.
slow vehicle speeds. The design of the roundabout will require motorists to slow to 15 – 20 mph as they enter and use the 
roundabout. This also makes it safer for bicyclists, as vehicles and bikes would be traveling at similar low speeds.
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Will anything be placed in the 
narrow segment of the roundabout 
center  to  discourage pedestrians 

from using it as a crossing? 

During the design process, ACHD 
will consider best practices such 
as fencing and landscaping to 
discourage pedestrians crossing 
the roundabout at locations other 
than the crosswalks.

Roundabout Features

More Information 

Lisa Applebee, ACHD Project 
Manager, 387-6239

projects@achd.ada.id.us

www.achd.ada.id.us
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How does a roundabout decrease congestion?
If there are no pedestrians in the crosswalk and there is a gap in traffi  c, motorists 
simply yield, rather than stopping or waiting for a traffi  c signal.

Motorists from each street can access the roundabout at the same time if there is 
room in the circle.

Traffi  c in a roundabout is always moving; it’s never empty with traffi  c waiting for 
a signal to change.
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Splitter Island

3 - Yield to motorists 
already in the roundabout

2 - Stop for pedestrians 
in the crosswalk

Crosswalk

Truck Apron

Yield Line

Pedestrian Refuge

5 - Exit

1 - Slow down

4 - Stop for pedestrians 
in the crosswalk


