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Chapter 1 Public Comment 
The Ada County Highway District (ACHD) solicited public comment for the Coston Street 
Sidewalk project, from July 12 through July 26, 2022. 

ACHD communicated news of the upcoming project and solicited comments via several media 
platforms, the project webpage, postcard mailings, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Nextdoor, 
sandwich signs posted in the project vicinity, and newspaper advertisements. 

The project webpage contains a brief project description and the proposed improvements and is 
accompanied by a visual display of the proposed design. An online survey was also included that 
consisted of eight questions. There were at least 277 individuals that visited the project webpage 
during the virtual public engagement period and 117 survey respondents. The summary below 
highlights their responses to the survey questions. 

The Appendix contains the SurveyMonkey statistics and each individual response, the public 
information boards presented on the ACHD website, and the project design and renderings. 

1.1 Question 1 
Question 1: What do you think of the project design? 
The first question asked respondents to express their degree of support of the project using five 
selection options ranging from “I love it” to “I really do not like it”. All 117 survey respondents 
answered this question, with 82% of respondents supporting the proposed sidewalk 
improvements. Approximately 12% of respondents do not support the proposed improvements 
and 6% of the respondents were unsure on their degree of support during the time of their 
responses: 

• 82% of respondents were supportive of the project with 52 answering, “I love it!” (44%) 
and 44 answering, “I like it” (38%).

• 12% of respondents were unsupportive of the project with 8 answering, “I really do not 
like it” (7%) and 6 answering, “I do not like it” (5%).

• 6% of respondents were unsure with 7 answering, “I don’t know”.

1.2 Question 2
Question 2: Please explain your answer to the above question. 
The second question asked the respondent to explain their answer to Question 1. There were 111 
survey responses for Question 2.  

The following are themes that are generally representative of those received in favor of the 
proposed project design: 

• Continuous sidewalks are needed.
• Sidewalks will increase safety on Coston Street.
• The current pedestrian facilities are not efficient.
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Listed below are direct quotes from survey responses received in objection to the proposed 
design: 

• “I live in the neighborhood and regularly walk down Coston Street. Sidewalks are needed
on both sides.”

• ‘‘I appreciate the attention to neighborhood design and safety and focusing on public
benefit. However, the trees are an irreplaceable part of the community that are extremely
key to making neighborhoods livable.’’

• ‘‘This is greatly needed! There is consistent auto traffic on Coston and it also supports
much neighborhood pedestrian and bike activity.’’

The following are themes that are generally representative of those received in objection to the 
proposed design: 

• Concerns about neighborhood trees.
• The bulbouts on Hillview and Coston aren’t necessary.
• There should be more traffic calming methods in place.

Listed below are direct quotes from survey responses received in objection to the proposed 
design: 

• “It seems that the existing sidewalks are adequate for pedestrian use.”
• “Many people already use Coston for walking, biking, dog walking and there is a lot of

vehicular traffic. Are there any methods in place for traffic calming?”
• “The last thing we need is more access for through traffic, pedestrian, dog walking, car

traffic in our small residential area. It’s become a thoroughfare for the trail system.”

1.3 Question 3 
Question 3: General comments. 
The third question was open-ended soliciting general comments. There were 44 survey 
responses to Question 3. In general, the responses replicated those received in response to 
Question 2. The following are a sample of comments that did not necessarily replicate the 
respondent’s response to Question 2; rather, provided additional project feedback and 
introduces some opportunities for topic discussion and clarification for the public regarding the 
proposed design. 

• “I am very supportive of sidewalks. However, I think that ACHD should also maintain
existing sidewalks, perhaps before adding sidewalks. I live on Bacon and the sidewalk in
front of my house is a cracked mess and gets worse and worse every year.”

• “Looks expensive, but it would be nice to walk on sidewalks rather than in the street.”
• “I'm all for projects such as this that encourage people to walk/ride bicycles rather than

drive. I think this project will help kids get to school more safely”
• “Because there seems to be adequate sidewalk on at least one side of the street for most

of the street taxpayer money could be better spent. If driver speed is the concern, perhaps
speed bumps on Coston would be a cost-effective solution.”
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• “Fairview, State Street, Broadway, Overland, Vista, Eagle Road, Meridian Road, etc.., etc...
There are many major streets that need serious work to become pedestrian and cyclist
friendly. If not those, then we need alternative pathways. This is nice, but not the main
work we need to be done.”

1.4 Question 4 
Question 4: Please let us know how you heard about this project! Check all that apply. 
The fourth question asked how the respondent heard about the project. There were 110 survey 
responses were received for Question 4, with some respondents selecting multiple answers: 

• 40% (44 respondents) heard about the project from ACHD sandwich signs
• 35% (38 respondents) heard about the project from an ACHD project postcard mailing
• 22% (24 respondents) heard about the project from word of mouth
• 19% (21 respondents) proclaimed they heard about the project by another source means

(East End Neighborhood Association, Boise Dev Newsletter, realtors)
• 13% (14 respondents) heard about the project from Facebook
• 10% (11 responses) heard about the project from an ACHD email
• 2% (2 respondent) heard about the project from Nextdoor
• 2% (2 respondent) heard about the project from a newspaper advertisement
• 1% (1 respondent) heard about the project from the TV/Radio

1.5 Question 5 
Question 5: Contact information. 
The fifth question asked for contact information. There was a total of 57 survey responses for this 
question consisting of name, mailing address, and email address 

1.6 Question 6-8 
ACHD uses the information from Questions 6 through 8 for monitoring attendance 
demographics for public involvement efforts to ensure equal opportunity and adherence to 
federal law (23 CFR 200 and 49 CFR 21). Answering these questions was voluntary. 
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Appendix A 
Public Response Summary 



Coston Sidewalk Project Community Survey SurveyMonkey

1 / 25

44.44% 52
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Q1 What do you think of the project design?
Answered: 117 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 117
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39.64% 44

60.36% 67

Q2 Is there anything we missed or special considerations we need to take
into account?

Answered: 111 Skipped: 8

TOTAL 111

# PLEASE EXPLAIN YOU ANSWER. DATE

1 I do not want a sidewalk in front of our home. It will destroy the whole aesthetic of our house 
and cost us thousands to redesign the front of our home. We will lose all of our landscaping, 
including our linden tree. The front of our home will look like a giant basketball court. As of
7/20/22, we were told by an ACHD employee that out of 94 responses to this survey, only 
SEVEN were from Coston Street. A whopping 51 were anonymous responses! And the 
remaining responses were from neighboring streets like Bacon, Haines, Mobley etc. I hope the 
committee understands it would be very unfair to simply tally the “yes” vs. “no.” The impact to 
an anonymous person, or even someone who lives on a different street, is completely different 
than homeowners like us that live on Coston. How do we even know where the anonymous 
people live?? They could live in the north end and rarely even use our street. We will lose trees 
(that provide shade & privacy)and the look of our property will be forever changed. If we must 
have a sidewalk, I plead that you will let the residents of Coston Street co-design the sidewalk 
in front of each home. With our home, if we are forced to have a sidewalk, we would like one 
on the other side of our landscaping, further into the street. We’d prefer to lose street parking 
vs. having all of our landscaping destroyed. As my husband showed in his comment: there are 
examples already in our neighborhood where the sidewalks do not follow a straight line. We’ve 
been told several times that we are lucky to even be able to make a comment. That we are 
lucky to have 5’ sidewalks instead of 7’. We understand the need to update different areas of 
the city and that there is an easement in front of our house. Still, we bought our forever home 
here. The builder who built our house in 2016 was not required to put a sidewalk in and based 
her design around not having one. We would like to have a say in where the sidewalk is placed 
based on our unique property and we believe our neighbors deserve that option too. Also, we’d 
like to understand more about what and who is driving this project. There are very few 
pedestrians on this quiet street and bikes are happy to use the street. Pedestrians already 
utilize the sidewalk on the other side of the street. Please consider the impact to all the 
residents and mature trees. What are the risks of NOT doing the sidewalk vs. installing a new 
sidewalk? We would appreciate more information and we would appreciate being able to keep 
our landscaping.

7/25/2022 9:09 PM
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2 Actually, my dog will miss some of the great sniffing areas, but I do think it will be safer even if
I prefer the sort of more rural feel of the street.

7/25/2022 1:36 PM

3 Are all the sidewalks going to connect. Ie new side walk on Coston and e. Jefferson going past
Herr property (open field)?

7/23/2022 10:16 AM

4 Please add no parking zones on both sides of Coston Street between Warm Springs Avenue
and Dumars Street, otherwise the addition of a sidewalk will lead to increased congestion for
both vehicles and bicycles due to parked cars on both sides of Coston Street.

7/20/2022 10:58 AM

5 It seems that the existing sidewalks are adequate for pedestrian use. I would like to know
more about how this project was identified as a need.

7/20/2022 9:00 AM

6 We need speed humps on basically all of these neighborhood streets to down motor vehicles
and protect all of the bicyclistsr (real bicycles, not e motor bikes) and walkers.

7/19/2022 8:39 PM

7 The bulbouts on hill view intersection has me concerned. I don’t see their purpose. Turning on
to Hillview from Coston is tight and this design seems to limit the turn radius especially if a car
is waiting at the stop sign on Hillview. Street parking at that intersection compounds the
problem. Anyway you should look closer at this aspect of your design.

7/18/2022 9:21 PM

8 I love the intention behind this, but please keep the trees. 7/18/2022 5:51 PM

9 Many people already use Coston for walking, biking, dog walking and there is a lot of vehicular
traffic. Is there any methods in place for traffic calming?

7/17/2022 3:23 PM

10 What about lighting, stop signs, storm water drainage, and speed bumps. A lot of the hill
people seem to speed coming down or going up Haines and Coston. I know that when ACHD
studied the speed on Haines, the drivers slowed down so it may have been inacurrate. Does
Coston or Haines have more cars each day?? Haines needs better storm drain system and
new curbs. Just because Haines has sidewalks on both sides, that makes it safe? How many
cyclists have been hit while crossing Haines versus Coston?

7/17/2022 2:56 PM

11 Many individuals park on Coston, and with 5 feet of space being taken away on both sides, I
imagine this will make the area more congested. There has also been a ton of construction
work in Boise lately, and it is difficult to live a peaceful life with constant machinery and
change. Change is good and necessary, but I feel as though for me the cons outweigh the pros
at this moment in time due to the sheer amount (and I do go for walks with my dogs frequently
and see the appeal as well).

7/17/2022 10:10 AM

12 Will there be bike lanes? 7/16/2022 9:35 PM

13 The existing neighborhood. 7/16/2022 8:31 PM

14 Note: this message will also be sent to projects@achdidaho.org with images as the survey 
does not support uploads. After reviewing ACHD’s plans for Coston Street, it is clear that the 
current sidewalk design will adversely affect us, our property, and the integrity of our 
neighborhood. We’ve spoken to many neighbors who will also experience similar effects. While 
a plan for 5’ attached sidewalks is certainly better than one with 7’ detached sidewalks, it will 
still negatively impact us. We strongly urge the project team and other decision makers to 
listen to our concerns and consider our recommendations. **This project decreases our 
property value and will require tens of thousands of dollars to fix impacts from the project.** 
Our home on Coston Street will be negatively impacted by the new 5' attached sidewalk. We 
will lose our linden tree and 90%+ of our front (expensive) street-adjacent landscaping that sits 
within the “horseshoe” of our driveway, essentially turning our front yard into a giant concrete 
basketball court. Our home will turn into an eyesore which will reflect poorly on the 
neighborhood overall. In order to fix the damage, we would have to spend tens of thousands of 
dollars to go back to the drawing board to redesign the front of our property. We will have to rip 
out half of our driveway, install new landscaping, and plant new trees. The current design will 
bring pedestrians much closer to our home. So, we will not only lose parking, shade, and curb 
appeal, but also privacy. **Changes need to be made to mitigate unacceptable impacts to us 
and our neighbors.** The only way to minimize negative impact is NO sidewalk in front of our 
home. Sidewalks exist on the other side of the street and it would not represent even a minor 
inconvenience for pedestrians to use it. If a sidewalk must be installed, our second choice is a 
design that places the sidewalk in front of our landscaping on the street side to preserve our 
landscaping. We would lose a street parking spot in favor of keeping our tree and landscaping. 
However, no one ever parks in this spot and there is always ample street parking from Warm 
Springs to the trail head. We met with commissioner, Jim Hansen; he really seemed to care

7/16/2022 7:37 PM
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about our unique property and our ideas and preferences as residents on this street. He 
pointed out that the sidewalk does not have to go in a straight line and he saw no reason why 
an accommodation could not be made so we could maintain our current aesthetic in front of 
our home. He pointed out that there is precedent for this kind of design in our very own 
neighborhood on streets like E. McKinley where the sidewalk winds toward and away from the 
street. **The project will result in a massive reduction of the tree canopy on Coston Street.** 
We also have concerns about all of the trees on Coston Street. Many of them will be put in 
jeopardy by this project. We walked the street with a certified arborist from Idaho Tree 
Preservation last month. She explained that each tree has a critical root zone. The new 
sidewalk will encroach upon many of these zones. Even if the critical root zones CAN be 
avoided (in many cases it cannot be avoided), then you still have to take many precautions to 
try and preserve the trees (e.g., careful excavation, fence off roots, irrigate during the project, 
use clean tools, etc). The arborist pointed to only ONE area that she was confident would 
leave no impact on the trees. This was near the open pasture on Coston. Where the trees are 
young enough to not have an expansive root system. Overall, on the east side of the street 
alone, over 50 trees are at risk as this project will disturb their critical root zones. Will ACHD 
be able to avoid these critical root zones? What precautions will be taken to preserve existing 
trees? Amber Morales told us that "if" their tree preservation methods work during this project, 
then they will use them on future projects. She also said there is a 50/50 chance trees along 
the new sidewalk will survive, which means by ACHD’s own calculation, more than 25 trees on 
the east side of the street will die in addition to many more on the west side. We were told that 
trees often die slowly. It can take up to ten years for trees to die after their roots have been 
negatively affected. Is a sidewalk worth risking trees? In the “City of Trees,” isn't the city's tree 
canopy and our neighborhood shade more important? We've talked to several neighbors on 
Coston who have very old trees on their property that will be at risk. These would take half a 
lifetime or more to replace. Losing so many trees – especially the very old, beautiful ones –
would denigrate the integrity of our historic neighborhood. **Please provide us and our 
neighbors a truly meaningful voice in this process with the opportunity to co-design the 
sidewalk.** We still don't understand who or what is driving this project and what the risk would 
be to NOT install new sidewalks. At the very least, we would be very grateful if we could be 
involved in co-designing the new sidewalk. We bought our forever home here and, while we 
understand there is an easement in the front of our property, we feel it only fair to include us in 
the design that will have both short- and long-term impacts (financial, privacy, neighborhood 
integrity) on our family and neighbors. As a side note, we see in the 3D renderings that only a 
very small area of EXISTING sidewalks are depicted (Jefferson and Coston intersection). 
Could you please show more of the plans so residents can get a better idea of what the front of 
their properties would look like? Finally, we would appreciate it if someone could reach out to 
help us understand the next steps in the process. For example, will we hear any feedback 
about our feedback? Thank you for your time.

15 Before putting in more sidewalks and pedestrian ramps, it seems like more of a priority for the 
ACHD to make sure that the existing ones are useable. I live in the neighborhood and use a 
wheelchair, and there are quite a few sidewalks with plants growing over the path, trees 
hanging down, along with a few people with short driveways that have half of their vehicle 
across the sidewalk. With these obstacles, I often have to turn around and go back half a 
block. I assume it's ACHD's responsibility to make sure homeowners keep the sidewalks clear 
of vegetation and debris. I would appreciate knowing if you're going to act on the homeowners' 
negligence.

7/16/2022 3:03 PM

16 It is great to have this project near my house, but there are many other places in town that are
dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists and really need substantial work. I hope we can also
take many of those projects on.

7/15/2022 10:40 PM

17 I love! Having sidewalks. Even if it means having to move trees, bushes, or whatever to have
sidewalks. They make it safer to walk dogs, it lowers the amount of weeds that some people
have…more sidewalks would be great. (And underground electrical lines too would be great )

7/15/2022 1:59 PM

18 Tree canopy preservation needs be reassessed and consider co-design option with home
owners most impacted by the proposed design. Also, for consistency, please consider
removing/modifying existing detached sidewalks and changing back to attached sidewalks to
be consistent with the the proposed plan (ie. all 5” attached sidewalks for the entire street, not
just for the sections where your filling in the sidewalk gaps).

7/15/2022 1:46 PM

19 Even if it sacrifices sidewalk width you should not encroach of private property beyond the
limits of existing sidewalks. This is more important than standard five foot sidewalks. I

7/15/2022 11:51 AM
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question the necessity of the five foot standard. We have survived with four foot width for
years. Please minimize the taking of existing trees.

20 Please consider adding no parking to one side of Coston Street. The road becomes very
narrow and impassable for cars, bike and pedestrians with street parking on both sides of the
road.

7/14/2022 10:16 PM

21 This proposal is necessary to provide safe pedestrian access. Currently people walk in the
street and this project would reduce the chance of an accident with a pedestrian because they
would have a safe place to walk/ride etc.

7/14/2022 7:13 PM

22 Please keep the street as wide as possible. With parking on both sides, driving is difficult
enough.

7/14/2022 6:13 PM

23 The curb, gutter, and pedestrian ramps at the Franklin & Coston are in great condition and only
a few years old. I don't think they'd all need replaced.

7/14/2022 4:21 PM

24 Do we need sidewalks on both sides? If this project narrows the street, traffic will be a
problem. Coston is a very high traffic street. If you did one sidewalk and not on both sides,
would the street be wider? We have a lot of work trucks on that street and having a wider
street would be helpful

7/14/2022 12:54 PM

25 There are large mature trees that will be cut down. That area is very hot, we need those trees
to help with keeping areas cool thus not using a ton of water to irrigate yards/lawns & any new
trees that will need to be planted for beautification.

7/14/2022 12:34 PM

26 lots of walkers 7/14/2022 8:06 AM

27 I appreciate you respecting homeowners. I hope they were consulted. 7/14/2022 7:49 AM

28 Keep all of the trees. One way to help do this is make a sidewalk on only one side of Coston,
pouring the sidewalks around existing trees.

7/14/2022 7:19 AM

29 Save as many mature trees as possible please 7/13/2022 2:35 PM

30 Warm Springs and Coston are high traffic roads. It is time to consider a traffic light for
pedestrian safety. Traffic on Warm Springs has gone out of control with its speed limit, and I
have witnessed many times pedestrians including mail persons, children, bicyclist and elderly
trying to cross in hazardous conditions. Simple crosswalk aren’t the answer as they are often
ignored. A traffic light is necessary at the intersection.

7/13/2022 2:28 PM

31 It will be great to not have to walk on Coston street when walking the neighborhood! 7/13/2022 10:57 AM

32 I find the intersection at Hillview and Coston pretty tight and I am not sure a bulb out is
necessary there. Everyone is quite cautious and there are a lot of bikes moving through there.
By making this more narrow it is a little less safe for bikes. My 2 cents.

7/13/2022 10:32 AM

33 Having a walk on one side is very functional leaving the other side with all it’s beautiful trees
and a look of an oasis.

7/13/2022 9:19 AM

34 Long overdue 7/13/2022 7:54 AM

35 Will the street be narrower or will folks lose their property? 7/13/2022 7:20 AM

36 Looking forward to knowing more 7/13/2022 7:18 AM

37 A design! Is the street being narrowed (hopefully)? What will it look like where there are already
sidewalks in the right-of-way?

7/13/2022 7:15 AM

38 access for handicaps. 7/13/2022 7:03 AM

39 This is a high foot-traffic area with many school age walkers, foothills hikers, and general
neighborhood hoofers. Make sure sidewalks accomodate ramps for wheels as they transition
to the street crossings.

7/13/2022 6:38 AM

40 Keep stop sign that was added a few years ago. Also consider a lot of bikes use that road to
get to the foothills. I don’t know what a bulb out is

7/13/2022 6:32 AM

41 The current road is nice because it is fairly wide and the trees and plants support the more
appealing unique nature of the neighborhood. Narrowing and homogenizing the street so it
looks like all the subdivision kinds of communities in Boise is NOT appealing. So much is

7/13/2022 6:28 AM
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being lost because the city doesn’t protect our neighborhood characteristics because they are
busy focusing on growing.

42 a map would be nice so I know which side of Coston? Or is it both sides. And why not more
bulb outs to slow traffic?

7/13/2022 6:20 AM

43 The last thing we need is more access for through traffic, pedestrian, dog walking, car traffic in
our small residential area. It’s become a thoroughfare for the trail system.

7/12/2022 10:41 PM

44 Hillview is a narrow road and widening sidewalks is great as long as road is not affected 7/12/2022 9:39 PM

45 I have lived here for over sixty years. Tree in front yard was planted where it is so it was not so 
close to the house for branches to fall on the house. The tree is mature and would take too long 
for another tree to grow as large. It shades the house and helps keep it cool in the summer. If 
you insist on a sidewalk then please move it out in the street as a co-design. I do not see why 
to put a short sidewalk on the north side of our driveway as it seems to be a waste of money. 
Prefer a sidewalk further away from our home in exchange for less parking. Our house is next 
to the path and more sidewalks would increase dogs to come off their leash sooner and run in 
our yard more and poop in our yard and the owners do not pick it up. As the dogs run more 
free they also have a better chance to run up to homeowners and possibly nock them over.

7/12/2022 2:56 PM

46 Sidewalk connections across the ally would ideally be sloped to allow strollers and kid's bikes
to easily cross. Some of the sidewalks ending at Coston also don't have an easy slope ramp
onto the road which makes it difficult/impossible to navigate safely.

7/12/2022 1:35 PM

47 There is no dedicated bike travel. One of the sidewalks should be a bike pathway, or there
should be some sort of dedicated protected bike path.

7/12/2022 11:51 AM

48 No bicycle facilities, but I'm assuming that's because there's not enough R/W. Is there not
enough room for a multi-use path on one side?

7/12/2022 11:35 AM

49 This is so needed. 7/12/2022 10:58 AM

50 My only hesitation is the potential to increase actual (not posted) speeds on Coston, since
current street use by pedestrians and bicycles somewhat calms traffic.

7/12/2022 8:36 AM

51 Please recognize the high volume of foot traffic heading in and out of the ridge to rivers trail on
Coston a little past Franklin. It funnels people out into the street.

7/11/2022 9:50 PM

52 Is there a way on the East side of Coston to add the sidewalk to the street? This would make
the Coston more narrow which would slow traffic down and it wouldn't cut into the front yards
that are facing Coston allowing them to keep their front yards in tact.

7/11/2022 8:54 PM

53 Sidewalks are desperately needed for pedestrian safety in this area of the East End. I'm
particularly pleased, as this will allow schoolchildren to reach both Adams and Roosevelt while
using Coston without having to walk in the roadway. It will also allow all pedestrians to access
the Chief Eagle Eye Reserve trailhead (where it meets Coston) without having to walk in the
roadway. Thank you!

7/11/2022 2:12 PM
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Q3 General Comments
Answered: 44 Skipped: 75

# RESPONSES DATE

1 I think this is a positive improvement for the East End. 7/26/2022 6:33 PM

2 I have a number of tall mature trees that are potentially impacted by this project. I appreciate 
the opportunity to provide feedback to ACHD. With feedback you can learn the priorities of the 
residents and determine if those priorities are in line with or different from what you expected. 
Hopefully you can use this feedback to minimize impact and make accommodations where 
possible. In our case we have four large (>30 year old) trees and several smaller trees on the 
edge of our property against Coston Street. If these trees were to die it would take the rest of 
our lifetime to replace them. And the loss of shade would create a hotspot that would put the 
health of our other large silver maples at risk. When this project was started the sidewalk 
location was closer to our trees and certain to kill them. The new design of attached 5' width 
sidewalk is an improvement as it gives a buffer to the excavation and gives the trees a chance 
to survive. What we need from ACHD at this point is to have as much care and caution taken 
during construction as possible. We need someone with expertise in the field of tree health to 
monitor the construction regularly and make adjustments if needed. And following completion of 
the project, we need an extended period of support where ACHD will do what's necessary to 
help the trees survive and manage any issues that arise. We feel that our large trees are 
particularly iconic and an important part of making Coston Street a comfortable passageway for 
pedestrians. We think it would be appropriate to provide special accommodation in managing 
the health of these trees to get them through the project and into healthy years beyond. 
Hopefully in your survey results you are not comparing the number of 'for' versus 'against' 
responses. The burden of impact is not carried equally by the survey participants. The 
important part is finding a way to provide the project benefits while minimizing impact on the 
homeowners.

7/25/2022 9:52 PM

3 I live in the neighborhood and regularly walk down Coston Street. Sidewalks are needed on
both sides.

7/25/2022 9:17 PM

4 I really appreciate the clear effort to put in sidewalks while respecting people's existing land. I
think that the plan as it exists look both fair and effective at getting the street up to code. Well
done!

7/25/2022 3:15 PM

5 I am very supportive of sidewalks. However, I think that ACHD should also maintain existing
sidewalks, perhaps before adding sidewalks. I live on Bacon and the sidewalk in front of my
house is a cracked mess and gets worse and worse every year.

7/24/2022 3:03 PM

6 Looks expensive, but it would be nice to walk on sidewalks rather than in the street. When I do
walk it, I rarely encounter car traffic

7/23/2022 2:34 PM

7 My dog and I walk on and drive Coston Street regularly. We will appreciate continuous
sidewalks on both sides of the street when they are completed. We'd like to see on-street
parking on one side of the street or the other, but not both, so that two-way vehicle travel is not
impeeded.

7/22/2022 1:37 PM

8 Thank you for working to improve pedestrian accessibility in our neighborhood! 7/22/2022 9:35 AM

9 I'm all for projects such as this that encourage people to walk/ride bicycles rather than drive. I
think this project will help kids get to school more safely.

7/20/2022 11:30 AM

10 This project is definitely necessary and will improve safety for everyone in the area. 7/20/2022 10:58 AM

11 Because there seems to be adequate sidewalk on at least one side of the street for most of
the street taxpayer money could be better spent. If driver speed is the concern, perhaps speed
bumps on Coston would be a cost effective solution.

7/20/2022 9:00 AM

12 Coston definitely needs sidewalks. And maybe a narrower road will help slow down the motor
vehicles.

7/19/2022 8:39 PM
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13 Again I appreciate the attention to neighborhood design and safety and focusing on public
benefit. However, the trees are an irreplacable part of the community that are extremely key to
making neighborhoods livable. But yes please make sure there are sidewalk ramps to ensure
our disabled residents have access. Thank you.

7/18/2022 5:51 PM

14 It looks like an easy project for ACHD and who chose the street? 7/17/2022 2:56 PM

15 Glad to see this project, we use these streets regularly and would feel safer walking on
sidewalks.

7/16/2022 9:35 PM

16 Fairview, State Street, Broadway, Overland, Vista, Eagle Road, Meridian Road, etc.., etc...
There are many major streets that need serious work to become pedestrian and cyclist
friendly. If not those, then we need alternative pathways. This is nice, but not the main work
we need done. Functional public transportation would be nice as well.

7/15/2022 10:40 PM

17 Good project! 7/15/2022 3:58 PM

18 Please consider co-design options for homeowners most impacted by changes to longstanding
property easements and directly address the need to protect trees long term suitably and
health as it relates to the design.

7/15/2022 1:46 PM

19 It seems appropriate. I am very much in favor of sidewalks in residential areas. 7/15/2022 8:54 AM

20 I’m excited for this street to have a sidewalk 7/15/2022 7:28 AM

21 Love the idea 7/14/2022 9:48 PM

22 continue to provide safe bike and pedestrian access. 7/14/2022 7:13 PM

23 Amber engaged the community and that allowed for a workable design. 7/14/2022 4:36 PM

24 The card you mailed mentions repaving Coston to Dumars street. But with Dumars starting
from Haines and heading west, is it more accurate to say "The alley behind E. Franklin"? If
Dumars street does in fact extend between Haines & Coston (as reported by Google
Maps/Street view and the card you sent), shouldn't it be paved?

7/14/2022 4:21 PM

25 Please paint white stop lines on the street at the intersection of Coston and East Jefferson.
People blow through those stop signs all the time

7/14/2022 12:54 PM

26 Excited to not have to walk on the street, especially with my dog. 7/14/2022 12:46 PM

27 This is a complete waste of money. There is not enough foot traffic on Coston to warrant this
major undertaking. Those I've spoken to who do walk on Coston- do not want it done either. I
very rarely come across someone walking on Coston! Don't do it!

7/14/2022 12:34 PM

28 Keep all of the trees. Pour sidewalks around existing trees. Only one side of Coston needs full
sidewalks, that’ll help save trees, money & time.

7/14/2022 7:19 AM

29 I think you've done a good job of minimizing impact on front yards and minimizing loss of
mature trees.

7/13/2022 4:49 PM

30 much needed..it is a busy street for pedestrians and cyclists so having sidewalks will be very
helpful.

7/13/2022 3:51 PM

31 I live in the neighborhood and am in favor of consistency and continuous sidewalks all through
the neighborhood.

7/13/2022 2:22 PM

32 Overall, I fully support sidewalks up both sides of Coston, there are people in the street all the
time heading to the trail- pushing babies, little kids on bikes, elderly in the winter with their
canes in the street. No good.

7/13/2022 10:32 AM

33 Unnecessary use of tax payer hard earned money while destroying beautiful trees, natural look
and landscaping. landscaping

7/13/2022 9:19 AM

34 This is greatly needed! There is consistent auto traffic on Coston and it also supports much
neighborhood pedestrian and bike activity.

7/13/2022 9:13 AM

35 Sidewalks are also needed on Avenue E. Very dangerous since the roundabout and traffic light
at Jefferson and Avenue B installed due to St. Lukes expansion. Very dangerous for children
trying to walk or bicycle to school, and all other pedestrians.

7/13/2022 7:53 AM

36 Glad you are improving this area! 7/13/2022 6:38 AM
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37 Will be a great addition 7/12/2022 10:27 PM

38 This is great! At least on the west side 7/12/2022 9:40 PM

39 Our tax dollars could be better spent on other projects with more vehicle traffic and safety is a
bigger concern not on a dead end street

7/12/2022 2:56 PM

40 Great for walkers and young bikers in the neighborhood! 7/12/2022 2:29 PM

41 I would love this 100% but I believe we really do need to be thinking about all forms of non-car
people first transpiration especially as those that live in the area will be the ones using it most.
They will likely no be the drives.

7/12/2022 11:51 AM

42 I'm glad ACHD is adding sidewalks in places where they are missing. 7/12/2022 11:35 AM

43 I live in Coston and am very supportive of this project. 7/12/2022 6:05 AM

44 Live off of Costin on Warm Springs and would love sidewalks for my kids to walk safely. Would
be nice to have stoplight at Coston and Warmsprings as well.

7/11/2022 9:04 PM
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Q4 Please let us know how you heard about this project! Check all that
apply.

Answered: 110 Skipped: 9

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Postcard

Sign on the
street

Email

Word of mouth
(i.e. from y...

Newspaper Ad

TV/Radio

Facebook

Instagram

Nextdoor

Twitter

Other (please
specify)
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34.55% 38

40.00% 44

10.00% 11

21.82% 24

1.82% 2

0.91% 1

12.73% 14

0.91% 1

1.82% 2

0.00% 0

19.09% 21

Total Respondents: 110

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Internet. Cityofboise.org 7/26/2022 6:34 PM

2 I saw workers in front of our house. I went out and introduced myself and met Amber Morales. 7/25/2022 9:10 PM

3 Visit from City Official 7/18/2022 9:40 PM

4 Surveyors 7/18/2022 9:21 PM

5 WSHD board member 7/17/2022 1:04 PM

6 At work 7/17/2022 12:22 AM

7 We saw the project team walking the street and inquired about why they were there. 7/16/2022 7:38 PM

8 Speaking directly with design team as they walked the neighborhood. 7/15/2022 1:46 PM

9 East End Neighborhood Association 7/14/2022 4:37 PM

10 EENA 7/14/2022 7:50 AM

11 Boise Dev 7/13/2022 3:51 PM

12 Boise Dev Newsletter 7/13/2022 2:22 PM

13 Boise dev 7/13/2022 7:55 AM

14 Boise Dev 7/13/2022 7:54 AM

15 Boise Dev 7/13/2022 7:20 AM

16 Boise Dev 7/13/2022 6:46 AM

17 Boise Dev morning newsletter with Gretchen Parsons 7/13/2022 6:39 AM

18 Boise Dev article 7/13/2022 6:33 AM

19 Boise Dev. And I'm on the Warm Springs Historic District Association Board and the EENA
Transportation Committee. I live at Warm Springs and Coston and I had to read about it in
Boise Dev?

7/13/2022 6:21 AM

20 EENA 7/12/2022 2:30 PM

21 EENA 7/12/2022 8:35 AM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Postcard

Sign on the street

Email

Word of mouth (i.e. from your neighbor, friends, or family)

Newspaper Ad

TV/Radio

Facebook

Instagram

Nextdoor

Twitter

Other (please specify)
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HELLO 
NEIGHBORS!
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about 
the Coston Street Sidewalk Project.

Construction is currently planned for 2024, 
but could move to 2025.

The purpose of this information is to give you an 
opportunity to:

LEARN about upcoming pedestrian improvements to 
Coston Street

TELL US what you think
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PROJECT HISTORY
In 2017 ACHD worked with the East End neighborhood 
to develop the East Boise Neighborhood Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan to improve walking and biking in the 
East End. 

Coston Street was identified in the plan as needing 
consistent pedestrian facilities due to heavy 
recreation and pedestrian traffic on the corridor. 

East Boise Neighborhood Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

East Boise Neighborhood
BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN PLAN

https://www.achdidaho.org/Projects/proj_program_east_boise_neighborhood-bicycle-and-pedestrian-plan.aspx
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PROJECT HISTORY 
(CONTINUED)

Coston Street was originally planned for sidewalk 
improvements just on the west side of the roadway. 
However, because there are already segments 
of sidewalk on both sides, the team decided to 
construct continuing sidewalks on both sides for full 
connectivity.

To complete the project fully, it was determined that 
the deteriorating roadway would need to be rebuilt 
as well.
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PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION
Construct curb, gutter, and a 5-foot attached 
sidewalk on both sides of Coston Street from Warm 
Springs Avenue to Franklin Street. 

As part of this project, ACHD will also be rebuilding 
Coston Street from Warm Springs Avenue to Dumars 
Street. 

Add and/or improve pedestrian ramps. 

Add bulb-outs on Hillview Drive at Coston Street.

Most existing sidewalk will be retained.

Renderings are for illustrative purposes only.
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Untitled map

Untitled layer

PROJECT PURPOSE
Improve safety

Increase connectivity for pedestrians
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HOW DID WE 
COME UP WITH THE 
CURRENT DESIGN?     
During the design process, ACHD looked at a variety 
of solutions to provide safer options for pedestrians, 
while minimizing the project footprint as much as 
possible. 

The project team first started off with 7-foot 
sidewalks. After deliberating and viewing property 
impacts, the team ultimately decided to move 
forward with 5-foot attached sidewalks throughout 
the corridor. 

Renderings are for illustrative purposes only.



COSTON STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT JULY 2022   •   ADA COUNTY HIGHWAY DISTRICT

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

Sidewalk on only one side of 
the roadway instead of both

Because there are already 
segments of sidewalk on both 

sides, the team decided to 
construct continuing sidewalks on 

both sides for full connectivity.

7-foot sidewalks 

7-foot sidewalks would have had 
more impacts than the proposed 

5-foot sidewalks.

Narrowing the road

Narrowing the street wouldn’t 
have left enough room for on-

street parking. 
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PROJECT 
CONSIDERATIONS     

Safety

Connectivity for pedestrians

Accessible pedestrian facilities for users of all 
abilities

Property impacts

Renderings are for illustrative purposes only.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What are we doing to limit property impacts? 

To limit property impacts, 5-foot attached 
sidewalks are being proposed. Originally, 
7-foot sidewalks were considered, but that 
large of a sidewalk would have impacted more 
fences and trees than the proposed design. 

Will ACHD need to purchase my property for the project? 

Most of the improvements fit in the public right-of-way and ACHD will 
not need to purchase much property. 

Temporary Construction Easements (TCE) will be needed along 
some properties. This is so we can repair and clean any driveways 
impacted by construction.  

Renderings are for illustrative purposes only.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (CONTINUED)

Will ACHD replace sprinklers and plants that are affected during 
construction? 

Sprinkler and landscape repairs in the public right of way will be 
paid for and provided by ACHD near the end of the project. A right-
of-way agent can connect with you if you have any other concerns 
regarding your property.

How does ACHD decide what trees are removed and which ones are 
not? 

ACHD works hard to impact trees as little as possible when 
designing improvements. Unfortunately, sometimes trees must be 
removed due to sidewalk impacts, utilities, and updated pedestrian 
ramps. 

The trees slated for removal are identified and reviewed by a City 
of Boise Arborist, ACHD, and Boise Parks and Recreation. 

ACHD pays to have the trees removed as part of the construction 
cost. 
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WHAT DO YOU 
THINK?
Thank you for taking the time to review the 
information about the Coston Street Sidewalk 
Project. The next step is to review the design and 
then tell us what you think.

Design

Typical sections

Tell us what you think

While your comments are always welcome, they can 
be best used if received by July 26, 2022.

After the comment period closes, ACHD will review 
and address comments received from the public.

https://www.achdidaho.org/Documents/Projects/Coston%20St%20Warm%20Springs%20to%20Franklin%20St%20PIM%20Display.pdf
https://www.achdidaho.org/Documents/Projects/Street%20Mix%20Coston%20Typicals%2017x11.png
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FGPRYMP
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