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Committed to Service 

Date: August 26, 2016  
 
To: Brooke Green, Sr. Transportation Planner   
 
From: Mitch Skiles, Transportation Modeler   
 
CC: Ryan Head, Planning & Programming Supervisor; Project Team  
 
Subject: Fairview Ave. Main St. Local Streets Improvement Plan – Fletcher St. Functional Classification  
 
 
Summary 
This memo is in response to your request to evaluate the appropriate functional classification of the proposed 
Fletcher Street connection as part of the Fairview Avenue and Main Street plan. Based on the surrounding 
roadway context, mobility benefits, and regional impact of the proposed roadway, minor arterial is the most 
appropriate designation. 
 
Roadway Context 
Figure 1 shows the proposed connection in the context of ACHD’s Master Street Map (MSM). The connection, as 
proposed, would essentially be an extension of Whitewater Park Boulevard, designated as a Town Center Arterial 
in the MSM and a minor arterial in COMPASS’ Functional Classification Map. This extension would connect to 27th 
Street, another Town Center/Minor Arterial. 
 

 
Figure 1: Proposed connection near W Fletcher Street 

 
Traffic Analysis 
The traffic analysis conducted by HDR in coordination with COMPASS’ Regional Travel Demand Model shows 
mobility benefits of this connection. It is projected to provide relief to 27th Street (2/3-lane cross-section) and shift 
trips to Whitewater Park Blvd (5-lane cross-section). Furthermore, the proposed Fletcher connection is projected 
to have regional impacts. Figure 2 shows the distribution of regional trips projected to traverse the proposed 
connection in a 2015 PM peak period. Since this link does not have direct access to households or jobs in the 
model, it is being used by through traffic traveling to destinations elsewhere. Development or redevelopment in the 
immediate area would add potential for more trips originating from or destined to the adjacent land. 
 

Whitewater Park Blvd: 
Minor Arterial 

27th Street: 
Minor Arterial 
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Figure 2: Number of 2015 PM Peak trips projected to traverse Fletcher connection 

 
Functional Classification 
The project team should discuss what the primary purpose of this roadway is intended to be. The surrounding 
roadway context, mobility benefits, and regional impact of the proposed roadway indicate that a minor arterial 
designation is most appropriate. However, if the intended purpose of this roadway is to primarily provide land-use 
access as the adjacent area develops and to function more as a collector, access control and/or traffic calming 
measures would likely need to be implemented to limit through traffic and allow it to function as such. 
 
Development Issues 
It should be noted that the higher the functional classification of this roadway, the greater the offset/landscape 
requirements. The project team needs to understand that an arterial in this location may make development of 
adjacent property infeasible due to a lack of space. It should also be noted that construction of this roadway may 
involve buyouts from adjacent landowners. 
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